Kristin Jénsdéttir ver doktorsritgerd sina i menntavisindum vid Uppeldis- og menntunarfraedideild,
Haskdla islands:

isl. heiti: Tengs! heimila og grunnskéla @ [slandi

Enskt heiti: Parental involvement in compulsory schools in Iceland

Vornin fer fram midvikudaginn 20. jani kl. 13.00 i Skridu, sal & Menntavisindasvidi
vio Stakkahlid.

Andmaelendur eru dr. Karen Ida Dannesboe, désent vid Haskdlann i Arésum, og
dr. Elsa Westergard,

ddsent vid Haskdlann i Stavanger.

Leidbeinandi var dr. Amalia Bjornsdéttir, préfessor vid Menntavisindasvid Haskdla islands, og
medleidbeinandi dr. Unn-Doris Baeck professor vid UiT, The Arctic University of Norway, Tromso.
Auk peirra sat i doktorsnefnd dr. Gerdur G. Oskarsdéttir, sjalfsteett starfandi freedimadur.

Olafur Pall Jdnsson proéfessor og deildarforseti Uppeldis- og menntunarfraedideildar stjérnar
athofninni.
Allir velkomnir

Um verkefnid

[ rannsékninni var leitad svara vid meginspurningunni: Hvada hlutverki pjéna tengsl heimila og skdla i
grunnskélastarfi 4 islandi? Markmidid var ad lysa pvi sem er einkennandi fyrir tengsl heimila og skéla;
ad skoda hvad unglingum finnst aeskilegt vardandi patttoku foreldra; og loks ad draga fram hvernig
pbjonusta skdla og félagslegir paettir hafa ahrif a tengsl heimila og skéla sem og a anaegju foreldra med
skolastarf.

Rannsdknin er pattur i rannsdknarverkefninu Starfshaettir i grunnskdélum. Gagna var aflad i 20
grunnskélum. Unnid var med gogn ur rafreenum spurningalistum til starfsfélks skdlanna, foreldra allra
nemenda og til unglinga i 7.-10. bekk. Vid uUrvinnslu var reiknud lysandi tolfraedi, skodud tengsl & milli
patta og notud fjolbreytuadhvarfsgreining til ad varpa ljosi @ hvad hefdi dhrif & sjonarmid
patttakenda.

Nidurstodur syndu ad foreldrar og kennarar voru einhuga um ad samskipti jafnt sem samstarf peirra
vaeri mikilvaegt fyrir menntun barna og unglinga. Samskipti milli heimila og skola eru kerfisbundin og
regluleg en pad er hins vegar alitamal hversu oft er um samstarf ad raeda. Einkum yngri kennarar
s6gdu samstarf vid foreldra stundum vera erfitt. Foreldrar jafnt sem starfsfdlk skéla toldu aeskilegast
ad foreldrar taekju patt i félagslifi og vidburdum skdla @ hefdbundnum nétum. Foreldrar virtust ekki
seekjast eftir ad taka patt i sjalfu ndmi barna sinna. Hins vegar syndu unglingar ahuga a a0 foreldrar
taekju frekar patt i pvi sem sneri ad naminu en félagslifinu og mikill meirihluti unglinga sagdist vilja
studning foreldra vid heimanam. Fram kom téluverdur munur a vidhorfum innan unglingahdpsins.
Rannsoknin leiddi lika i ljos ad foreldrar stédu ekki jafnt ad vigi gagnvart skélunum. Slaandi var ad
einstadar madur fundu oft til vanmattar i samskiptum sinum vid starfsfdlk skéla og paer téldu sig
sidur en adrir foreldrar fa studning innan skdlanna fyrir born sin sem purftu pess med.



Enska

This dissertation had three main aims: first to give an overview of parental involvement in Icelandic
compulsory schools, second to bring attention to opinions of teenage students on the home-school
relationship, and third, to examine how parental involvement and satisfaction with school are
influenced by school services and social factors. The main research question was: What part does
parental involvement play in compulsory schools in Iceland?

The research on parental involvement is part of a bigger research project, Teaching and learning in
Icelandic compulsory schools conducted in 20 schools in collaboration with their personnel, students
and parents. Quantitative data from questionnaires were used. Four online questionnaires were
directed to school personnel, one online questionnaire to parents of all students in the 20 schools,
and an onsite questionnaire was directed to students in grades seven through ten in 14 schools.
Analysis of parental involvement was done by exploring differences and relationships in opinions,
and factor analysis and regression analysis were used to bring forth what influenced participants’
opinions.

The findings have been published in four papers. An overview of parental involvement showed that
the home-school relationship is systemic and regular, but it is questionable if it comprises real
cooperation. Findings showed that relationships between parents and teachers are important;
parents were generally satisfied, but some teachers, especially the younger ones, felt that
communicating with parents is difficult. Most adults, parents and school personnel favoured the
traditional kind of parental participation, which primarily involves social activities. Meanwhile, the
teenagers showed interest in relating parental participation to their academic activities. The research
revealed a reality of inequity in praxis; most striking was that single mothers often feel powerless,
and receive less support for their children than do other parents.
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